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Background
T

he Salem
 W

itch T
rials began in the spring of 1692. It all started w

ith a young group 
of girls w

ho claim
ed that som

e people in the village w
ere possessed by the D

evil and 
accused them

 of practicing w
itchcraft. O

ver 150 m
en, w

om
en, and children w

ere put to 
death over these accusations. 



Religion
T

he m
ass hysteria began due to the thought that the D

evil w
as possessing villagers. 

T
he accusers in the village w

ere Puritans, and they believed that the w
itches w

ere 
w

orking alongside the D
evil against them

. It can be inferred that the religion of 
C

olonial R
eligion w

as prom
inent in daily life due to the outcom

e of the situation. 



Politics
B

ecause of the large num
ber of accusations, a court specializing in these cases w

as put 
in place in Salem

. A
lso, later, the M

assachusetts G
eneral C

ourt protected the accused 
fam

ilies from
 anym

ore harm
, this includes financial harm

. T
his show

s that the 
governm

ent and religion in C
olonial N

ew
 England w

ere intertw
ined.



Economics
M

any believe that since the people typically put to death w
ere landow

ners or to inherit 
land. T

hey w
ould be killed so their land w

ould go to accusers. A
fter the hysteria 

subsided m
any of the fam

ilies w
ith dead m

em
bers w

ere said to be given indem
nities. 



Society
T

he society of Salem
, M

A
 m

ust have been a very close knit people. T
he young w

om
en 

accusing the Salem
ites of w

itchcraft did so because of previous turm
oil betw

een 
fam

ilies. T
he accusations of w

itchcraft spread rapidly throughout the tow
n of Salem

, so 
the people there m

ust have been very close w
ith one another.


